THE SCRIPTURES

Startling Preseniation of Gon
Ing Events.

Wy e—

PASTOR  RUSSELL'S VIEWS,

—

Churches of All Denominations and the
Civil Powers of Earth Are About ta
Unite In Common Cause—Powerful
influence Preparing For the Battle
of Armageddon—A Reign of Anarchy
Will Be the Result of the Warfare
Until The Messiah Takes Controi.
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of Musxic wns
vrowded to the lim-
it today to hear
Pastor Ruossel's
discourse on  the
“Mattle of Armm
geddon”  His text
wns: “He guthered
them together o
a place called in
L)) the Hebrew tongne
Armageddon”
(Revelation xvi, 16 The speaker snid:

rmugeddon in the Hebrew signities
whe “HIN of Megidde,” or Mount of Le
etruction It wns fmmous us a battle
field In Old Textament times,

The Lord hux seen (it to nssociate the
pame Armngeddod. with the grent con-
troversy between Truth and Ervor,
tight nnd wrong, God and Mammon,
with which this nge will close, perish,
nnd the New Ape of Messinh's glory
twe pgbered tn. He has purposely used
tugbly symbolienl figures of speech In

e lust buok of the Bible, evidently
with a view to hiding certain impor-
ot truths ootil the dne time for their
evvenlment But even in the due time,
e Bible assumes us, “None of the
wieked shall understand™ (Danlel xil,

Jhi—none who are ont of heart lar
neay with God=but ouly the wise of
“Yin pooplé—the “wise virgin™ cliss of
1he Master's parmble.

I have long avoided presentation of
wy understunding of our text nnd s
wutext. | take it up now by request
nud becanse | belleve It Is due tiwe to
e undeérstood. | disclnim any specind
lumpirttion. In some particolars my
views agree with those of other Bible
rtodents, and in other respects they
«lisagree. Ench beurer must use his
svwn judgment do his own Bible study.
e renchh bir own concluslons,

Kindly remember that | am not re-
winmsible for the figures of speech used

iy tie Lord. My Interpretations do iu-

fved constitute a terrible arralgnment
«f institutions which we have all rever:
cuved aml which embirice good people,
ol good words nnd good works, God's
spintly people in these various Institn-
tinaw, being comparatively few, are
rawred when systems ax & whole are
denlt with in prophecy.

Yhe Dragon, Beast, False Prophet.

Our context tells us that three Im-
aime spicits (tenchings: will go forth
Trom the mouthe of the Dragon. the
Beast aond the False Prophet, and rhese
“hiree will be In accord, and symbolien).
4y the doctrines nre represented by
“frogn.”  These three doctrines are to
have n mighty Intluence throughout the
civilized enrth.  They are to gather
b kings and their nrmies to the great
Huttle of Armageddon,

‘I'ie ecclesinxlien! kings and princes,
amd their retinues of clergy and faith-
Tul ndherenis, will be gatbhered In solid

Imlanx—Protestnnt nnd Catholle. T'he

Jings and captuing of lodustry, and as
many % enn be Influenced by them,
will be gathered to the snmne side. The
palitien) Kings nnd princes, with all
tiedr henchmen and retniners. will fol-
ow in line on the same side. The
Snnneinl kKings and merchant prioces,
and ull whom they ean Inftuence by the
ol gigantle pewer ever yet esercls-
wd in the world, will join the sawme
sidde, necomling to this prophecy.,

These “doctrines of demons.” repre-
vented by the “frogs.” will lead many
wille pesapiles In this great army to as-
an ottitude quite conteary to
prnferenes For a time the
vhoels of Hiherety amd progress will be
Imekwand  and  medieval  re
will e econsidered necessary
rorelf-proserention—=for the mninte-
e of thie present order of things,
fv ziving this Interpretation, It s
for us to ileate what s
e by the Deagon, the Beast,

el the False Drophet. Bible students
of uenrly all devominntions ngree with
that the *Dengon” of Revelation

cpresents the  purvely  Civil Power.

Crotestant Interpreters genernlly agree
that the "Heast like o leopard” (Reve-
Intion siii, 2y represents the Papacy.
tut fewer still, we fear, will be ready
to support our view that Protestantism
i the “Tmnge of the Reast” (Revelation
15 100 ln sur coutext glven another
nnwe, “the Folse Prophet” We urge
vo une to accept our Interpretation,
nor shali we think hard of nny who
refuse . We will pelther siander nor
ot lwrwise injure themws now, nor threat
en them with eternal torture. They
have the same right to thelr views th-t
I have, and the sume right to make
(e known to others. And I, for
e, will be very gind to cousider nny-
whing which epponents wmay sel furth
1 their Interpretations of our text,
“Unclean Spirits Like Frogs.”

The svbgli=ms of Sceripture, rizid-
voonnderstoonl, are  always  foreeful
e the Holy Spirit used a “frog"
G syinbulicmly  represent ceriate
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mire the troe appication will it wes
A frog hns a sage look, a wise Jovk
It wwells self up In an apparent en
| deavor to Impress the beholler. I
| great mouth well represents its ohler
! power, used to crouk
[ Applying these syminls,

ldrﬂﬂnn ar teachings, we may be

we  lenrn

Ythat an exil spireit Inflnence, teaching, |
| will eofre from the Protestant clinrehes |

| federated, from the Chinreh of Kot
[ and from the Civil authoritios, all m
full agreement.  “The spirie of all will
+ b bomstTul; an alr of superior wislom
D and knowhedge will be proudly nssim
1 edd==nll will eron’ i armons, A wilt
| tell of dire results that would follow
linvolving the fnterests of both the
! present and the future (ife, IT their
connsel be not Tollowml, [Towevemeonn-
ficting the creeds, the diferences will
b dgnoreid In the gencral proposition
that nothing ancient mnst be disturb
ed, or looked nto, or repudinted,

The Divine authority of the Charch,
and the Divine right of kings, aside
from the Charch, will not he allowed
to conflivt. Any persons or tetichifss
in vonfliet with these boastrul and un-
seripturnl elnlms will be brandel as
everything rile. at the mouths of these
“froga" speaking from pualplts ol
platforms and through the religions
and seonlar press  The nobler sentl-
ments of some will be wtreangled by the
philosophy of the same evil spirit
which spoke through Calaphns, the
high priest, respecting Jesus, As Caia-
phas declared it expedient to commit
n cerime In violation of justice, human
and Divioe, to be rid of Jesus and His
teachings, so this “frog™ apirit will ap-
prove of every violation of principle
necessiary to thelr self-protection

The cronking of these “frog"” spirits or
doctrines will gather the klogs and
princes, finnnclal, politieal, rellzious
and industrial into one great army.
[The wspirit of fear, Inspired by the
i croakings of these “froge." will scourge
ithe passions of otherwise good nand
reasonnble men to fury, desperation.
(In their blind following of these evil
Lspirits, evil doctrines. they will be
ready to sacrifice life and evepything
Lo the altar of what they mistakenly
suppose Is justice, truth and righteons-
peas, under n Divine arrangement,

For a brief time. ns we understand
the Scriptures, these combined forves
of Armageddon will triumph,  Free
speech, free mails, und other liberties
which have come to be the very breath
of the masses in onr day. will be rmith-
lexsly sbut off under the ples of neces-
'sity, the glory of God, the commands
of thie Church. ete. All will seem to be
serene, until the great social explosion
In our context described as the “great
Earthquake.”  An  “earthquake.” in
aywbolic™ Inngunge, sigoifies soclal
revolution, und the declaration of the
context is that none lHke uuto it ever
before occurred. (Revelution xvi, 18,
10 Jesus described it as a time of
trouble such ns never was rince there
was a nntion.—Mntthew xxiv, 21

The Lord Will Gather Them.

The false. froglike teachings will
gnther together Into one host the grenat,
the rich, the wise, the learned and the
kings of the earth, to battle. At this
juneture Divine Power will step for-
ward, and our text tells us that HE
shull guiber the marshaled hosts to
Armageddon—to the Mountain of De-
struction. The very thing which they
souglit to uvert Ly thelr union, federa-
tion, ete., will be the very thing they
will hmxten. Otber Scriptures tell us
that God will be represented by the
Great Messiab, and that He will be un
‘the side of the musses. Thus we read
in Danle: xil. 1: At that time shall
Michael [the Godlike One—Messiuh]|
stand up”—ussume anthority. He will
tnke possession of His Kiugdom in a
munner little lovked for by many of
those who erroneously have been

lelalming that they were His Kingdom,
'uand uuiborized by Him to reign in His
 nnme and In His stend.

Jesos declured, “His servants ye are
'unte whom ye render service.” Some
,| may be rendering service to Satan aud
to error, who cltim to be rendering
service to God aud to righteousness:
|uud some of these may be serving ig-
nornntly, as did Saul of Tarsus, who
| *varily thought that be did God a serv-
lve" In persecuting the Church. ‘I'be
snme principle bholds true reversely.
| Ax nn earthly king does not hold him-
! geIf responsible for the morul character
of ench soldler who fights in his bat-
tles, so the Lord does not vouch for the
| moral character of all who will enlist
aud tizht on His side of any question.
“Iis servants they are to whom they
render serviee,” whntever the motive
o object prompting them.,

The same principles will apply I the
coming Dattle of Armageddon  God's
side of that battle witl be the people's
sitle, und the very nondescript host,
the people, will be pltted at the begin
wing of the battle,  Anarchists, Socinl
Ists, and Lot-leaded rndicils of every
schoul of reason und unreason, will be

o the forefront of thnt bnttle. The
umjurity of the poor amd the middle
{l'lnm prefer pesice at almost any price
| A eonmparatively small number, God's
Leonseerated  people, will at heart be

| ungging Tor Messiah’s Kiogdom. “I'hese |

{will bide the Lond's thae and walt pa-
| Hently for it they will be ol gowd
conrnge, knowing the owlonme outlined
[t the “more sure word of proplecs,”
[ 10 which they have done well to nike
bevd, “ns unte o Hght shiniog in a
durk: prace uotil the Doy dawn=H
Peter 1, 10

I e minsses will be reatless of thelr
restenints, bat will be consciouns of
ke own weitkiess as compared to the
Kings nnd prinees, tooancinl, religlons
wnd  politieal, which wiil then hotd
BWuY Pesldes, the masses lave o
avuipathiy with nnaerchy  They reallze
trudy that the wurst foarm of govern-
went b better than none,  The muisses
will seek relief through the ballot aud
penceful resadfustment of earth's af
filrs for (e elimination of evil, for

the piacing of monopolies and utilities

and the supplies of nnture (o the himis

of the people for the public good. The
| erinls will be renched when the hither:

to upholdera of law shall bevime vio-
| lators of the law and resisters of (he
| will of the majority nx expressasl hy
the ballot,  Fenr for the futnre will
lead the well-menning mussen to desgwer-
otton: and asoprchy will reswit when
| Soclalism falls

The Cloud’s Bilver Lining.
Horrible wonld be this ontloak for
the furare did we oot bave the infalh
Ble Waord of God assuring ne of o
glorioua enteome!
D withibeld untl) our day the grent knowi-
odge and <K which s at the same
time breeding millfonnires and discon-
tents,  Had God Nrted the veil o thone
sund years sooner, the world wonld
have lined ap for s Armageddon o
thousand  yenrs  sooner,  But  that
wonld have bween too =oon for Yhe i
ving purpose, becanse Messiah's INing-
dom = to be the grent Thouvsand-
Year-Sablath of the world's history.
God in Kindness velled our eyves until
the time when the gathering: to Ar-
mpgtddon would Immediately precede
Messial's tnking to Himself His great
power, and beginning His reign.—lteve-
lation xi, 17, 18

“Send Them Strong Delusions.”

8t. Paul wrote prophetically of our
time, that It would be one of serions

Cteinl and texting to many professing o

be Christians. The reason for this he
states—they recelved not the Truth in
| the love of it. (11 Thessalouians i, 10,
111.) 'They preferred thelr own errone-
|oun theories, the Apostle explains, aml

therefore Ged will give them over o a
“strong defuxion.” and let them believe
the lie which they preferred, amd let
them suffer for missing the Truth
which they did not love, Thus they
will be in the condemnped host, “tght-
Ing ngginst God," because of their nck
of love for the Truth.

It Is sad to say that we all as Chris-
tiana have been laboring uwmder a thor-

We have clilmed that Christ =et up
Iis Chuteh in Kingdom power. and
that the Church bux been relgning on
the enrth ns His representative. On
the streugth of this delusion, Jews and
| beretles have been persecuteddo death
| as oppouents to Christ's Kingdom
{the while we thoughtlessly repeated
the Lord's prayer: “Thy Kingdom
L ecome; Thy will be done on earth, nx in
[ Henven” We knew that the Redeemer
[eald that He would come amin to
| make ws His Bride and jolnt-Nelrs: hut
| we Ignored the Scriptnress We were
| drunk, as the Scriptures symbolically
say, “all natlons were drunk® with the
| false doctrine, 1t ix this false doctrive
[that will constitute the “frog” spirit
" which soon will begin to erouk and to
| prepare for Armageddon.

The Bible presentation Is thnt the
world is o section of the universe In
rebellion ngainst Divine anthority, wn-
der the coptalney of SBatun and his ax-

(woclated fallen angels. By Divine grace |

jdesus has already “iasted. death for
every man.” and the merit of that sne-
i rifice must, eventually, grant Adam aml
i his posterity n full, falr opportonity
for the attninment of everlasting life.
{ All who thus seck the Divine progrum
and are walking in the light mny know
| something nt least respecting the “tioes
‘And semsous”™ These brethren *ure
{not in darkness, that that day [nnd

that battle of Armageddon| shounld
| overtnke" them *“ns a thief” — up-
| Awares.

Armageddon Not Yet but Seon.
For forty years
forces huave been mustering for both
| gldes of the confilet. Strikes. lockouts
and rlots, grent sud small, have been
werely Incidentnl skirmisbes &s the
belllgerent partles crossed each other's
puths. Court and Army scandals in
Europe, Insurnance, Trust and Court
scandols In America, have sbuken pub-
He confidence. Dynnwmite plots, charg-
ed by turns on employees and on em-
ployers, huave further shaken conti-
dence and tended to make each dis-
trustful o the other. Bitter and angry
feellugs on both sides are more and
more maulfext. The lines of battle are
daily becoming more distinetly marked.
Nevertheless Armageddon canoot yet
be fought.
according to prophecy.

Geutile times have still two years to
run. The “lwage of the Beast" of our
context must yet receive life—power.
The Imnge must be transformed from
f mere mechuni=sm to a living force.
Protestant Federantion realizes that its
organizntion will stilff he futile” unless
LIt receive vitatization—unless its clergy
directly or indirectly sball be recog-
! pized ns possessed of apostolic ordina-
| thom and authority to teach  This the
prophecy indicates will come from the
I two hurned beast, which, we believe,
! symbalically represeots the Cligrel of
| Englaud. High-handed nctivitiea of
| Protestuntlsm and Cotholicism, opernt-
Ing In conjunetion for the suppression
of buman lHbertes, nwait this vivifying
of the Iwuge This may come soon,
but Armageddon eannot precede It but
must follow—perhnps a year after it,
according to our view of the P'rophecy.

Still another thing Intervenea: Als
though the Jews are gradunlly dowling
Into Palestine, gradually elbtaining con-
trol of the land of Cunnaw, aund al-
i thongh reportx say that already nine-
teen milllonalres nre there, neverthe-
lens prophecy requires an evideatly
Inrger number of wenlthy Hebréws to
be there bwfore the Armageddon erisis
be reached  Indeed we understand
that “Jacol's trouble® In the Holy
Land will come at the very close of
Armageddon.  Then Messlah's King:
dom will begin w  be  manifested,
Theneeforth Isenel in the land of prom-
Ise will eradunlly rvlse from the ashes
of the pnst 1o the grandour of proph-
ecy.  Through fts Divinely appdinted
princes Messiah's Kingdom, all powers
ful but fovisible, will begln tw rol
pway the curse and to 1t up wonkivd

1]
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ivine Wisdom has |

ongh delusion respecting God's 'lan, |

All

the Armugeddon |

Other matters lotervene,

STORY OF DECATUR BATTLE

Inter#*sting Aczount Is Related of Hot
Time at That Important Strong-
hold in Aiabama.

In the National Tribune of May 21
Serpeant Ashley V. Newten, Coo D,
3d Mich., In “Colored Troops at Deen-
" shys (het at Nashville his regl
ment got a rush order to proceed 10
Decatur to re'aforce General Milroy, |
who was being closely pressed by P“'i!
rest.  Geaoral Milroy wons not  a
Decatur; nelther was Forrest, writes
Wil A, MeTeer, adjutant, 5d Tenn.
Cav, and asting asistant adjutant
gepernl, First Brigade, Fourth Divi-
slon, Cavalry Corps, Maryville, Tenn,
in the Nailonal Tribune, Gen, Robert |
8. Granger was In commuand afdlhe
milltary distrlet of morth Alabama, |
with headquarters at Decatur and
Hunisville. Col. C. C. Doolittle, of the :
18th Mich. was In command of the
post at Decatur. |

Comrade Newton says: “We found |
the bridge burned, but General Mil-
roy had provided for our coming by
erecting a pontoon bridge.”

t “Our Cavalry Brigade reported to
General Granger for duty, arriving at
Decatur July 10, 1864, and the bridge '

. was destroyed before that time, and

the pontoon wad erected then, and ap-

peared as If it had been there for,
months before. It appears that it was
placed there by Generan! Sherman
when on his way from Memphis to

Chattanooga.” 1
Further, Comrade Newton says:

“The Confederates seeing us, empha-

slzed their objection by rushing a six-

plece battery down to the bank of the

. river within ensy range of the bridge,

| and tney would have mixed things up
very seriously for thwe 34 Mich. but
for ihe timely interventlon of two

, companies of colored troopa that were

gent by General Milroy to  distract

| thelr attention In another direction.”

I was acting usgsistant  adjutant
general of the Cavalry Brigade and
on the line aof battle. Hood (not For-
rest) attacked uas, October 26, 1864,

1

| In General Granger's report fo
| General Thomas he fixes his  whole
| foree at Deeatur at 1,560, and with

the 29th Mieh, added, which had just
arrived, and 3560 absent on patrol
| duty, there were only 2,000 men to de-
fend Decatur, Every avallable man
was placed out on the line, and then
we could not reach around more than
| half way in front of our works. The
only reason that the first day's fight-
| ing was not one of the greatest bat-
tles of the war was because (here
[ 'were not men enough to make it so.
! There were no colored troops there
that day, but In the night we were re- |
Inforced by the 14th U. 8. Colored
i Inf., commanded by Col. (lﬂer\nrdli
. General) J. T. Morgan. :
| The 3d and 20th Mich. relnftm'ed|
us while engaged In the hotlest part
on the first afternoon. | remember
distinetiy thelr coming., and as they
went oul on the line the appearance
~of the bright, new uniforms was In
| decided contrast to our own worn and |
dingy clothing. '
The Confederates were using a bat-'
tery at a lively rute with deadly el’-i
fect, but it was nearly a mile from
the river und not In range of the
bridge at all. On the 27th the enemy |
threw up some pits on the bank of the |

river, about a mile above Decatur and rectly on the Dhood and omoionss soeface s A T
nearly a half mile from where the h',!’llnﬂ's Caturrh Cure b= not u quse k. msdl | Giougs of &)
tery was firat used by them on the |cine It Waw presoribest by one of L.--[ Al

first day. On the morning of the 28th
a detachment from the 18th Mich, and
102d Ohlo (according to my journal
47 men) made their way down_tbe
river, succeeded in fanking the “.!on-
federate rifle pits, made a nlhat]
charge from their rear, In which a
vumber of men were killed and
wounded, and brought in 120 prison-
ers.

I stood on the upper porch of the
Decatur hotel when Colonel Morgan
came in front with the 14th rulmlnl|
of ¢olored troops (not
panies), and they plled thelr knap-
sacks, leaving one man to the com-
pany ne guards, 1 notleed Colonel Mor-
gon holding In hir hand a amall|
hatchet, and slso that a number of
the ofcers had hatchets. They start. |
ed out In the open fleld, marching In
excellent arder 1o wihhin rifle range
of the Confederntes, when they fired
n volley, then roised a yell and chur'—i
ed.

The affulr did not lust much more
than 20 minutes, but the work was |
bloody. They drove the Confederates
from their support with the bayonet,
The guns were spiked, and the col
ored boys had to fall down along the
waler's edge under the bank of the
river, while the enemy ran along
above them and ahot down on them,,

In his report of this charge, Gen-'
eral Granger says: “We loat 40 killed
and wounded,” and up to that time
our logs amounted to R4,

In the forencon of Oclober 29 the
enemy began to withdraw, and | was
at the place where thls battery had
stood, and It was 8 place of blood
without a doubt. Prior (o this charge
Capt. Albert F. Beach, Rattory A, lst
Tenn., had taken two sectfons of his
guns up on the porth side of the riv-
er, opposite the Confederate battery,
and they fought an artillery duel
across the river, and Beach sucoeed:
éd In blowing up two of thelr cals
sons, which killed quite & number of
them, and this was evideut on the
ground.

'
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